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Wicked is not just a musical, it is a phenomenon. Every week, 15,000 people pack New York's

Gershwin Theatre to see the show. The most successful musical on Broadway in 2004, Wicked is

based on the bestselling novel of the same name by Gregory Maguire. It tells the story of Elphaba,

the headstrong Wicked Witch of the West, and Glinda, the good witch, growing up in the Land of

Oz. The show has cast a spell on fans, many of whom return for second and third viewings. In 2005,

the show begins an extensive tour across the United States and Canada, hitting major cities such

as Toronto, Chicago, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Washington, D.C., and many more. This

beautifully packaged, whimsical keepsake is designed to resemble the Grimmerie, an ancient book

of spells that Elphaba uses in the show. Wicked: The Grimmerie offers fans a behind-the-curtains

peek at the musical, profiles of the cast and creative team, and inside stories, with full-color

photographs throughout. Some of the irresistible special features include an "Ozian" glossary,

spells, an illustrated family tree, and a step-by-step look at how Elphaba gets green before each

show--everything fans need to relive the Broadway experience day after day.
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Finally, after months of waiting (and a whole week early!). Wicked: The Grimmerie is here. Some

may be wondering if they should buy this book, and I'm here to tell you.The Good News: The cover

and design of the book is amazing. The cover looks old and worn and is even padded. The intricate

designs are textured and the book is nice and heavy and thick. The inside design is incredible. Each



page (printed on very heavy paper) is made to look old, worn and stained and it's wonderful to look

at. As for the actual contents... wow. The production photos are brilliantly printed and include photos

from the following casts: Original Broadway Cast, 2nd Broadway Cast (Jennifer Laura Thompson

and Joey McIntyre), Original Tour Cast (Stephanie J. Block and Kendra Kassebaum), and the 3rd

Broadway Cast (Shoshana Bean and David Ayers). There are very few new photos but there are

some. Most of them are from the tour cast (most of Kendra and some of Stephanie and one small

one of Carole Kane). There are many interviews with every cast member and many from Gregory

Maguire (writer of Wicked the novel) and Stephen Shwartz and Winnie Holtzman (writer of script).

There is a step-by-step page of how Stephanie gets green before each show. They have a page

dedicated to the dance Elphaba does in "Dancing Through Life" and they teach it to us step-by-step.

They have many photos of props and sets and wigs, as well as original costume and set sketches.

There is a handwritten page from the book and an early version of Defying Gravity. There is

commentary on each song by Mr. Shwartz and this isn't even all of it. So much information to soak

up!The Wicked News: Unlike what some people are saying, the book DOES NOT INCLUDE THE

FULL SCRIPT.
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